Minutes of the Seventieth meeting of the Farm Animal Welfare Advisory Council (FAWAC)
Location: Portlaoise 

Date: 08 June 2018

Present: Chairperson Professor Patrick Fottrell, Brid Farrell (DAFM), Niall Ó Nuallain (DAFM), Kevin Kinsella (IFA), Frank Brady (IFA), Sean Ó Leary (IFA), Michael Caffrey (IFA), Desmond Morrison (ICMSA), Gerald Quain (ICMSA),  Ray Doyle (ICOS), Andrew Kelly (IPSCA), Conor Dowling (ISPCA), Bernadette Earley (Teagasc),  Alison Hanlon (UCD), Mairead Wallace-Pigott (Veterinary Ireland).
Apologies: Sean Ó Laoide

Secretary: Paul Whelan

____________________________

Presentation: Dr. Nola Leonard (UCD) 
Dr. Nola Leonard (Animal Welfare Committee, Veterinary Ireland) gave a presentation on the Veterinary Ireland position paper on the Welfare of Pigs Kept in Intensive Systems 2017. An overview of presentation is attached.  
IFA pig farmer reps stated they had attempted to rear pigs with intact tails among a small number of pigs, providing enrichment material and biting continued. Teagasc’s PIGWELFIND project identified tail biting as a significant issue for pig farmers.  The Finnish model of pig farming was referred to in the context of reduced scale since the introduction of a total ban on tail docking. It was suggested that TAMS ceilings were limiting investments and should be revised to encourage investment in pig welfare infrastructure on farms. Where strict banning of tail docking had been enforced, it was not being recognised and IFA suggested that profits in the food chain are not evenly distributed and primary producers may incur additional costs that are not reflected in price paid to producers. The ISPCA highlighted that in the UK, the RSPCA assurance products had been successful as a brand and helped producers achieve a higher return.
DAFM pointed out there were welfare issues on some Irish farms and there was no room for complacency. The meeting was informed of ongoing pressure from the EU Commission to improve compliance with pig welfare legislation and encouraged pig farmers to engage and take a step by step approach to improving pig welfare. DAFM noted that the IFA pigs Committee had identified eleven farms who are involved in a pilot project on rearing pigs with intact tails. And DAFM reminded the meeting that all stakeholders have a responsibility to engage and play their part in improving pig welfare. All agreed there was an ongoing role for all the stakeholders including the IFA, Teagasc, Veterinary Ireland, Pig Processors and An Bord Bia.

1. Review of Minutes of 69th FAWAC meeting.
Once correction made under Equine welfare from last meeting to ‘currently there are 85 equines held at 2 ISPCA centres nationwide’. ‘One Welfare’ concept to replace One Health.
2. Dairy Cow welfare
The Education Working Group is finalising the Dairy welfare booklet.  The booklet will address the   critical factors associated with dairying, including feed, housing and labour.  There was a suggestion that dairy herd expansion has now peaked.  The recent meeting on the sustainability of the dairy herd expansion was mentioned. This meeting provided an opportunity for senior industry stakeholders to meet and a follow up meeting will be planned in the future. It was mentioned that Teagasc’s ProWelCow report is now available and will be sent to the Education Working Group.  Laura Boyle to be invited to do a presentation on the ProWelCow project at the next FAWAC meeting. The Teagasc Beef Open Day will be held on June 26th in Grange, Co. Meath. The theme of the event is “Enhancing Knowledge

UCD reported that a PhD student is looking at sustainability, animal welfare and farmer health. It was proposed that the student be invited to present   to a future meeting of the Education WG.  An Bord Bia’s animal welfare subcommittee was mentioned in context of sustainability. A large percentage of Irish beef is sold through An Bord Bia’s assurance program and there is strict auditing of farms. It was mentioned that when a small premium is paid over time, it becomes the norm and the premium disappears which highlights that the attitude of the food retailers needs to change.  The model used by some retailers in Germany where there are multiple price points that relate to animal welfare and quality was raised.
3. Equine Welfare 
The numbers of straying/welfare compromised horses being seized continues to decline. The urban/traveller horse projects are progressing in Longford and Leitrim in conjunction with the respective local authorities and NGOs and there is positive buy-in from participants. There continues to be cases of cruelty reported but increased enforcement at horse fairs has had a positive impact in this area.  The ISPCA has recorded a 34% increase in calls in quarter 1 and up 17% in quarter 2 of 2018 compare to the same time last year. There are currently 73 horses in the 2 ISPCA centres with 21 equines seized this year. 

4. Early Warning (Intervention) System
The North West EWS meeting was held on 26th March. There was disappointment with the low IFA representation at meeting.  FAWAC chairman stressed the importance for all representative groups to actively participate in the EWS.  The importance of keeping membership lists updated was also highlighted thus ensuring active engagement from all EWS stakeholders. Members commented on the 'lessons learned’ in the aftermath of the Storms Ophelia and Emma occurrences. Farmers are being advised to have a fodder buffer available,   particularly over winter/spring months, for such unforeseen events. There is now a move to match tillage and dairy farmers to ensure the supply of feed to animals. The issue of roofless cubicles was raised in context of Teagasc’s Greenfield Farm in Kilkenny - Teagasc confirmed it is preparing a report on this incident. All agreed that dairy farmers should be vigilant and dairy expansion should be carried out in a careful and balanced way. 

5. AOB
The Committee thanked Brid Farrell for her work with the FAWAC over the years and wished her well in her new post in the Department.
6. The next FAWAC meeting is scheduled for the 31st of AUGUST 2018    

Overview of presentation by Dr. Nola Leonard UCD on Veterinary Ireland position on pigs kept in intensive systems 2017
The Irish pig Industry.

· 8% gross agricultural output

· 290 commercial pig farms

· Among the largest in Europe - ~40% herds account for ~40% pig population

· Mostly breeder-finisher

· Most intensive indoor, high proportion slatted floors

· Most feed imported

Problems 

Problems that can occur include public health issues like Salmonella, LA-MRSA, Clostridium difficile and Hepatitis E. Welfare problems include Health issues such as Gastrointestinal infections, Respiratory infections and Lameness.

There are also issues with facilities such as old infrastructure and overcrowding.

Welfare is also affected by 

· Mutilations – tail docking, tooth clipping/grinding, castration

· Provision of effective environmental enrichment

· Allowing free movement 

· Euthanasia of ‘hopeless cases’

The problem of mutilations was highlighted 

· Routine tail docking banned since 2008 
· EU Council Directive 2008/120/EC. 

· Compliance low in many countries – Ireland 100% tails docked?
· Recent EU study (2016) concluded routine docking not unavoidable
Good management of:

· enrichment materials

· feed

· air quality

· competition between animals 

· health status 
Veterinary Ireland calls for: 

· full enforcement of existing legislation on the provision of space requirements 

· full enforcement of the legal requirement to provide sufficient manipulable material 

· for more animal welfare inspections of pigs – risk assessment of tail biting

· government to lobby for full implementation of Council Directive 2008/120/EC

· full enforcement of the legislative requirement for feedback of slaughterhouse health and welfare information 

· calls on vets to review their adherence to their ethical obligations to safeguard the health and welfare of the animals under their care 

· calls for implementation of the recommendations of the Report on the Pig Industry Stakeholder Group 

· supports the Teagasc Pig Advisory group in their work and supports increased collaboration between vets and Teagasc advisors and researchers. 

· calls on the DAFM to extend the Knowledge Transfer Scheme to pig farming sector
Highlighted that there were several project researching the issues as multifactorial 

· Pathsurvpig 

· Pigwelfind

· Welpig
· AMURAP
· Entail

· Biosecurity
· Hep E
· C. diff
There is also a project being developed in UCD to provide farmers with reports that relate to their usage of antimicrobials.
_______________________________________
